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News and Partner Updates
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Cambridgeshire Fens Biosphere Reserve 

(Catherine Weightman, Natural England)
The 

https://www.unesco.org.uk/designation/biosphere-reserves/
Fenland Flora Project Owen Mountford and Jonathan Graham - http://bsbi.org/fenland
Dear Fenland Folk - Rather late in the year, we have put together a report that describes where we stand in spring 2018, with a description of the progress and highlights of 2017.  We hope you will find it interesting and stimulating. If you want to receive further progress reports and, we hope, information on its eventual publication, if you have not already replied to Owen please contact him to say ‘Yes’! om@ceh.ac.uk
View Fenland Flora Project Report

Wicken Fen Wildlife Report 2016 – National Trust June 2017
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The plant communities at Wicken Fen require a regular cutting regime (every three years) to enable them to thrive.  We aim to cut around 40 - 50 hectares of the fen per year. A combination of wet ground conditions and our equipment’s inability to deal with these conditions meant we often fell short of this target.  Last year during trials, we were impressed by the performance of a machine from the Broads Authority and its ability to work in our wetland environment, so we've made the significant financial investment to purchase our own. We took delivery of the Fen Harvester in May 2018.

Resting the Sedge Fen

In October 2017 we decided to rest the most delicate paths and trails on the Sedge Fen. Greater footfall and wetter ground conditions were having a detrimental impact on the fragile habitat, especially along the Nature Trail. The trail is open again and we have seen great improvement in the fen flora following 8 months rest.  With impressive displays of yellow rattle, devil's bit scabious, ragged robin, early marsh and southern marsh orchids.

Wicken Fen Vision
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Launched in 1999, the National Trust’s 100 year plan to create a diverse landscape for wildlife and people over an area of 53 square kilometres has been reviewed.  Whilst our ambition remains the same we have updated our plans to reflect changes in the world around Wicken.  Find out more and download our new booklet or contact Sarah Smith on sarah.smith1@nationaltrust.org.uk
New Life on the Old West project update (Cambridgeshire ACRE)
https://newlifeontheoldwest.wordpress.com/about-this-project/
· NLOW is a project to create a series of small-scale interventions in the landscape – in the ditch network,
       community green space, and on farmland – to form habitat corridors between Cambridgeshire wetland 
       reserves (Ouse Fen & Ouse Washes and Wicken Fen). The other key remit is to connect people to their local natural heritage through citizen science, educational and other activities.

· I was appointed on 19 March to project manage NLOW, with Mark as programme manager.

· We are in the development phase, which will continue until March-May 2019.

· We have established the steering group and the biodiversity technical group, both met in May.

· We are having preliminary conversations with landowners and parish councils about sites for habitat improvements.

· We are commissioning 2 pieces of consultancy work: 1.) to develop the biodiversity monitoring framework for the project 2.) to conduct an audit of the community green spaces in the project area
‘Flood Risk Management for The Fens’ (Environment Agency)
A project that has been set up to plan the best way of managing future flood risk in the Great Ouse Fen Area.  We are currently in the first phase of this project which is developing a shared understanding of the situation and challenges for managing flood risk (from all sources) in the Fens.

A Technical Group (TG) has been formed of organisations who have flood risk assets, or represent those with assets, in the geographical area that has been defined as the Great Ouse Fens; Ely Group of Internal Drainage Boards, Anglian Water, Water Management Alliance, Cambridgeshire County Council, Middle Level Commissioners, Environment Agency, Norfolk County Council and NFU.

We are working together to set out all the data about flood risk in the area (see map) – defining who is managing flood risk, asset maintenance costs and potential available Flood Risk Management Grant in Aid (Government funding).  This will identify any difference in investment needs versus available funding.

The TG understands that there are many different areas of interest within the Fens, and a lot of groups and individuals will be interested in the work of the project.  At this stage in the project, there is a very strong focus on the flood risk management challenges – specifically focusing on current flood risk management assets.  We will keep interested stakeholders updated with the progress of this stage of the project and our work will be overseen by the Anglian Central Regional Flood and Coastal Committee.
NERC Industrial CASE Studentship (Natural England)
The 
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust and The South Lincolnshire Fens Partnership
#LoveLincsPlants is a Heritage Lottery Fund Project that covers all of Greater Lincolnshire where the Trust is working with Lincolnshire Naturalists’ Union, Natural History Museum, Sir Joseph Banks Society and University of Lincoln. The project aims to protect the county’s historic herbarium, to collect plants to develop a contemporary herbarium, to illustrate conservation of plants through showcase demonstration gardens, deliver Great Lives lectures, and to inspire the next generation of botanists through a training programme for 18-35 year olds and school activities. The Trust is working with the South Lincolnshire Flora Group to ensure plants are collected in the Fens including a collection day on 14th July at Willow Tree Fen. 
                                                                                          

Seventeen Boston College 16-19 year old Level 1 Carpentry & Joinery Diploma students worked to a tight deadline to manufacture 60 plant presses. These professional presses play a vital role as the project seeks to collect 4500 plant specimens over the next three years. Further collaboration work with the department is planned for a series of botanical raised beds at Banovallum House Garden in 2018.
The Trust continues to proactively engage with the South Lincolnshire Water Partnership (SLWP) and Water Resource East (WRE) looking at innovative, long term solutions to water storage for the future while also securing multiple other benefits at a landscape scale. There is a launch event for WRE being led by Anglian Water called ‘The Future of Water’ on Monday 9th July at the Epic Centre near Lincoln. 

Over the remainder of 2018, the Trust will look to complete a full Conservation Strategy review including developing the visions further for the two Living Landscapes in the Fens, The Wash Siltlands and South Lincolnshire Fens. The latter one incorporates the SLFP core area and beyond. Part of this presently includes working proactively with the two planning authorities of Boston and South Holland on the SE Lincolnshire Local Plan, and with the Environment Agency and Internal Drainage Boards on wildlife improvements along our waterways.
The partnership has secured funds from various bodies to undertake activities this year including developing a showcase ‘wildlife garden’ at Willow Tree Fen with funds from the Lincolnshire County Council’s Community Wildlife Grant. The Project Officer continues to support local community including providing advice on land management to benefit wildlife, such as having discussions with Langtoft Parish Council about the Pocket Park that is transferring to their ownership from a minerals developer. One significant piece of work resulted in securing some funds for final investigations to ensure a footbridge is installed over the River Welland near Deeping St James, where the Project Officer is working with the Environment Agency, Sustrans and a local community access group to secure the bridge and links to other fenland routes. The Fenland Farmers Countryside Stewardship Group continue to be supported by the partnership including delivery of an event in May that focussed on pollinators and the Project Officer also attended a meeting with Defra and Natural England on the future of any new scheme.
Norfolk Wildlife Trust (Matt Jones)
(https://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/home)
In brief:-

· Norfolk Wildlife Trust is leading a group of partners, looking at the Cut-Off Channel and the potential development of a project to secure better long term management of this feature.

· The Trust is starting to engage with some key landowners, including one of the large Fenland farming companies who is keen to work with the Trust.

· The ‘Brecks Fen Edge and Rivers’ Landscape Partnership Scheme has now entered its development phase for final bid submission to the Lottery in 2019 – while not directly relevant to the Fens, there may be some interesting links to be made with the ‘New Life on the Old West’ project.

· Recent publicity regarding the latest review of the status of water voles in the country, included some interesting maps of regional hotspots. Parts of the Cambridgeshire and Lincolnshire Fens show as priority areas, but none of Norfolk. It is suspected that this is more a reflection of survey activity, than the reality on the ground, so as a consequence the Trust is considering developing a possible water vole project. We would be interested to hear from anyone who might be interested in developing a wider project.

Other projects involving the Fens

The DRY Project- (Drought Risk and You) is exploring how science and narrative can interact in drought-risk decision-making. http://dryproject.co.uk/ , follow the project @Project_DRY or contact us by emailing DRY@uwe.ac.uk.
Cambridgeshire Geological Society (Chris Donnelly, https://www.wildlifebcn.org/ )
 http://www.cambsgeology.org/
We are looking at a third potential Local Geological Site to put forward for designation, following successful proposal of the first two sites, both on the fen edge in Cambridge, one a chalk spring (an LNR) and one an ex chalk quarry (a nature reserve owned by the Wildlife Trust BCN). The third is a large area of fenland in the north west of the county, including the site of Whittlesey Mere.

Our ‘community’ project, the Fen Edge Trail, has reached a significant stage with the first walk of the Trail being published earlier in April (Ramsey to Wistow). The aims of the FET are to describe a walking route from the Lincolnshire border north of Peterborough to the Suffolk border near Isleham and to engage the local community in researching and exploring the local landscape to make links between the natural environment and local history, culture and wildlife. The development of each walk on the Trail is carried out in partnership with other local organisations or interested individuals. The Trail received some publicity recently when the author Patrick Barkham walked some of the Trail and followed this up by a significant article in the Travel supplement of the Guardian.  The website is being developed to provide relevant local information and links to other organisations, highlighting the interest along the route as well as providing maps of the walks and associated geology www.fenedgetrail.org. We are gradually contacting other organisations along the Trail as we work on the individual sections. Contact us if you would like to be involved info@cambsgeology.org .
Future land scenarios workshop: comparing land sparing and land sharing in The Fens

Received To add
Pollinator Project (GLNP, Lincolnshire)
The resource has been published and can be found online at https://glnp.org.uk/your-land/pollinators/ - the key part is the 24 low budget options that can be found in this leaflet https://glnp.org.uk/admin/resources/increasing-wild-pollinators-on-your-farm.pdf 

Survey work will continue this summer on the farms involved in the pilot to see what measures they’ve been able to implement and how they have found it.

Flag Fen and Must Farm Archaeology – Future plans (Sarah Wilson, Vivacity)

Email sent to ask for an update if available,  waiting for response
Environmental Principles and Governance after EU Exit

The Government is consulting on the development of this bill. Consultation closes on August 2nd 2018
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/eu/environmental-principles-and-governance/ 
NERC Knowledge Exchange Fellowship (Natural Capital and Healthy Local Economies)- Charlie Stratford, CEH 

Update is coming…..
Events and Activities coming up
Fens for the Future Meetings

Friday 21st September - Meeting and Site Visit at Willow Tree Fen, Lincolnshire 

Friday 1st or 8th December, TBC. Meeting at Natural England Offices, Peterborough
Bog Day - https://bogdayorg.wordpress.com/
Organisations can create their own event to celebrate Bog Day. Info on website.

Date: 22 July 2018
Location: Various venues across the country. 
Conference; Peatland Connections: Building Prosperity - https://mailchi.mp/74647a921453/peatland-connections-building-prosperity-draft-programme-released?e=7336fc420b
Date: 2nd October - 4th October 2018 at 
Location: The Shore, Balloch

Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership Annual Conference

A date for your diaries, booking will be open in the Autumn.
Date: 31st October 2018

Location: The Showroom, Lincoln

RSPB Lakenheath - Website Link                         RSBP Fen Drayton Lakes - Website Link
Great Fen – Website Link                                                                   Wicken Fen - Website Link
Welney Wetland Centre - Website Link                                  Willow Tree Fen - Website Link
Reports and publications
The Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership (GLNP)
The GLNP has just published its 2017-18 Annual Review and a link to the PDF version can be found here: https://glnp.org.uk/admin/resources/glnp-annual-report-web.pdf
IUCN Peatland Programme – June 2018 Newsletter
https://mailchi.mp/828953fa6ba4/june-2018-e-newsletter?e=7336fc420b
Ouse Washes Works, Summer 2018 – Newsletter (Environment Agency) 
�
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