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1.1 DESCRIPTION OF  

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE  

Numerous descriptions and definitions of green infrastructure have been written in many plans 
and strategies across the country and the world. 
 
The simple definition used throughout the development of the Wash and Fens Green 
Infrastructure Plan is: 
 

Green infrastructure provides open space for our recreation and health, 
whether itôs a walk, a cycle, a kick about in the park or a chance to go bird 
watching. It provides habitat for wild animals and plants and the capacity for 
them to move and spread.   
 
Green Infrastructure can act to buffer the effects of mankind upon the natural 
environment of which we are all a part. It can also act to buffer mankind from 
the changing environment. 
 
Green infrastructure may be wild habitats and major reserves for wildlife 
through to ornamental and recreational parks with much in between. It 
includes the trees, hedges, footpaths, tracks, rivers, banks, ditches, fields 
and field margins that connect them.  
 
It is often small areas of green infrastructure and green space that are first to 
disappear as land is developed or improved. If they are replaced, it has often 
been as an afterthought. The development and implementation of joined up 
and interconnected forward planning can strengthen our environment for the 

benefit of all. 

Section 1 - Introduction  

Cliff Foster 



1.2 AN INTRODUCTION TO  

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING  

Green infrastructure planning proposes that development in our landscape and communities 
takes place around the valuable features that already exist and adds to them. This gives green 
space an equal footing with housing, shops, industry, roads and other community based 
infrastructure. Green infrastructure planning is a way of working, between authorities,  
landowners, communities and the environment. 
 
Natural Englandôs definition for green infrastructure planning is being used as their national 
guidance. Their definition is as follows: 
 
ñGreen Infrastructure is a strategically planned and delivered network comprising the broadest 
range of high quality green spaces and other environmental features. It should be designed 
and managed as a multifunctional resource capable of delivering those ecological services and 
quality of life benefits required by the communities it serves and needed to underpin 
sustainability. Its design and management should also respect and enhance the character and 
distinctiveness of an area with regard to habitats and landscape types. 
 
Green Infrastructure includes established green spaces and new sites and should thread 
through and surround the built environment and connect the urban area to its wider rural 
hinterland. Consequently it needs to be delivered at all spatial scales from sub-regional to local 
neighbourhood levels, accommodating both accessible natural green spaces within local 
communities and often much larger sites in the urban fringe and wider countryside

1
.ò 

 
Green infrastructure is especially relevant to the housing and economic growth agenda 
(particularly Growth Areas and Growth Points) and to the regeneration of urban areas. It is 
about development going hand-in-hand with the protection and enhancement of existing 
environmental assets and the creation of new ones. Green infrastructure planning puts the 
environment right at the centre of the planning process and produces a strategic and linked, 
multi-functional network of spaces with benefits for people and wildlife.  
 
Green infrastructure is also about underpinning the sustainability of a town or city, including 
making it resilient to the effects of climate change and enabling local authorities to meet their 
duty to conserve biodiversity under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 
(NERC) 2006. 
 
In addition to relating to urban areas, green infrastructure relates to the rural environment. In 
the wider countryside, green infrastructure is often viewed at a larger scale, encompassing 
large country or regional parks; extensive habitats, major landscape features such as river 
corridors and flood meadows, and the identification of wide green corridors and ecological 
networks. Green infrastructure at this scale can provide the wider framework and context for 
planning green infrastructure at a more local level. 
 
East Midlands Green Infrastructure Network (EMGIN) (www.emgin.co.uk) have produced the 
Green Infrastructure Guide for the East Midlands (2008). Examples of features that may 
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1. Taken from Natural Englandôs Green Infrastructure Guide 2009 Catalogue Code: NE176 

http://www.emgin.co.uk/


contribute to the green infrastructure network are provided in this guide. According to EMGIN 
green infrastructure consists of public and private assets, with and without public access in 
urban and rural locations, including: 

¶ Allotments 

¶ Amenity space, including communal green spaces within housing areas 

¶ Green corridors, hedgerows, ditches, disused railways and verges 

¶ Brownfield and greenfield sites 

¶ Urban parks and gardens 

¶ Registered commons and village and town greens 

¶ Childrenôs play space 

¶ Natural and semi-natural habitat for wildlife 

¶ Playing fields 

¶ Cemeteries 

¶ Pocket parks 

¶ Country parks 

¶ Woodland 

¶ Historic parks and gardens and historic landscapes 

¶ Nature reserves 

¶ Sites of Special Scientific Interest and Scheduled Monuments 

¶ Locally designated heritage sites, including County Wildlife Sites (CWS) 

¶ Waterways and water bodies, including flooded quarries 

¶ Development sites with potential for open space and links 

¶ Land in agri-environmental management 

¶ Public rights of way, cycle ways and other recreational routes. 
 

Grey heron - George Dann 

Page 8 

Section 1 - Introduction  



The many types of green infrastructure add value to our communities and by providing 
adequate amounts it is possible to achieve a number of benefits. EMGIN has proposed the 
following well designed and integrated benefits that often work in combination: 

¶ Help maintain and enhance biodiversity 

¶ Contribute to the protection, management and enhancement of historic and natural sites 
and areas 

¶ Improve health and mental well-being 

¶ Promote a sense of community 

¶ Help reduce crime, fear of crime and antisocial behaviour 

¶ Provide opportunity for exercise, sport, active recreation, spiritual well-being and quiet 
contemplation 

¶ Improve health as a result of increased physical activity, such as walking 

¶ Provide community resources for learning and training 

¶ Provide opportunities for community involvement 

¶ Provide a leisure focus and attraction for people of all ages from the existing and the 
growth communities 

¶ Help establish local identity or sense of place 

¶ Improve environmental quality e.g. better air and water quality, local climate control and 
noise attenuation 

¶ Contribute to sustainable drainage and flood migration 

¶ Provide the opportunity to protect, recreate and rehabilitate landscapes and habitats 
damaged or lost by previous development or agricultural change 

¶ Improve and sustain land values 

¶ Reduce land management costs. 

¶ Provide an enhanced environmental backdrop that will assist in attracting business and 
inward investment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Philipa Deacon 

Page 9 

Section 1 - Introduction  Section 1 - Introduction  



2.1 INTRODUCTION TO THE WASH AND FENS  

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN  

Developing the Green Infrastructure Project 
 
The partnership organisations of The Wash Estuary Project came together over their concern 
for the impacts of development from the proposals for the Governments Development Growth 
Points surrounding The Wash and in the fens. They were also concerned over the perceived 
shortage of wildlife habitats and access to the countryside, in the rural area surrounding The 
Wash. Discussions on these issues resulted in the proposal to produce a Green Infrastructure 
Plan. For more information about The Wash Estuary Project please visit 
www.washestuary.org.uk. 
 

Vision for The Wash and Fens Green Infrastructure Plan 
 
To create and positively manage an integrated network of high quality and where practicable, 
multifunctional green infrastructure within urban and rural environments that delivers: 

¶ Enriched and robust habitats with greater connectivity 

¶ Enhanced and sustainable public access to the countryside and urban green space for the 
benefit of all who live, work in and visit The Wash and fens. 

 

Aims of The Wash and Fens Green Infrastructure Plan 
 
This Green Infrastructure Plan aims to be applicable to existing communities and new 
developments. 
 
Wherever strategic planning takes place it is essential that quality green infrastructure is a key 
component in delivering all aspects of the appropriate strategy. Individual green infrastructure 
schemes and initiatives that are identified through plans and strategies need to be of high 
quality in their planning, design, implementation and management. This relates to both green 
infrastructure creation projects and the restoration or enhancement of existing green 
infrastructure features. High quality does not necessarily mean high cost or high input of 
management. The strength of the Green Infrastructure Plan lies in the close working of the 
partners involved. The Wash and Fens Green Infrastructure Plan brought together partners 
recorded data from across the project area to help describe the current situation through 
computer mapping.  
 

It is the aim of this Plan to share the findings and information gathered throughout the 
production of this Plan as much as possible with anyone with an interest in The Wash and 
fens. All of the data used to compile this Plan is in the public domain. 
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2.2 HOW TO USE THE W ASH AND FENS  

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN  

The Document 
 
Within the Wash and Fens Green Infrastructure Plan, green infrastructure features have been 
broken down into three broad categories. These are:  

¶ Biodiversity green infrastructure features 

¶ Publicly accessible green infrastructure features 

¶ Functional green infrastructure features. 
These categories have been broken down further to provide more focused and additional 
details of the green infrastructure features found around The Wash and fens. Even though 
these features have been separated they remain closely linked and their links are discussed 
throughout this document.  
 
Maps showing the green infrastructure features around The Wash and fens have been 
produced to accompany this document. These maps have not been put into this document. 
Links to the maps locations are dispersed throughout the document within the relevant 
sections.    
 
After the three broad categories have been discussed you will find a section outlining the 
community consultation that was carried out to help produce this Plan. Additional information 
on green infrastructure and its role in planning, health and education are then provided. 
Information on future work and how this Plan should be implemented are given towards the 
end of this document.  
 
Throughout the document you will find boxes titled Action Point(s). These provide actions for 
parties interested in The Wash and fens (including partners of The Wash Estuary Project) to 
carry out. A summary list of these Action Points is given in Appendix 5. Appendix 2 contains 
the Action Points for accessible green infrastructure together with a list of supporting 
documents from Lincolnshire, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire. 
 

The Maps 
 
The maps for this Plan are available to view or print as PDF ós along with this document on 
The Wash Estuary Project website (www.washestuary.org.uk). When viewing each of the 
maps it is possible to zoom in and view them at a greater detail than they initially appear. The 
contents page identifies where the links to the maps are located throughout the document. 
Due to the size of the Planôs area the static maps have been separated into District/Boroughs.   
 
Each map that has been produced has an associated database containing information about 
the features illustrated on the maps e.g. contact details of responsible organisation(s). The 
static maps cannot show this database. However, interactive maps can and have been 
produced. The interactive maps have been made available on the Lincolnshire Research 
Observatory (LRO) website. However, this information is currently only freely available to 
Lincolnshire County Council (LCC) partner organisations. Details of how to register and how to 
use the interactive maps can be found in Appendix 1

2
.    

 
2. The Wash Estuary Project is currently working on making the interactive maps available to everyone.  

http://www.washestuary.org.uk


2.3 THE WASH AND FEN S GREEN 

INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN BOUNDARY  
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2.4 PRESENCE OF GREE N INFRASTRUCTURE  

IN THE WASH AND FENS PLAN AREA - MAPS  

The presence of green infrastructure maps show where recorded green infrastructure features 
are present in each of the 1km Ordnance Survey (OS) grid squares across each District/
Borough of the Plan area. The representations in these maps do not indicate quantity or 
quality, only presence, in order to give a visual presentation of multi-functional green 
infrastructure corridors across the Plan area. 
 
Eight types of green infrastructure were identified through the mapping process. They are: 

¶ Habitat (recorded) 

¶ Linear public pedestrian access (pedestrian have access to bridleways and cycle ways) 

¶ Site based public pedestrian access 

¶ Rivers and drains 

¶ Environment Agency flood banks and flood storage areas 

¶ Railways (for their banks/verges) 

¶ Historic features 

¶ Navigable waterways. 
 
The more types of green infrastructure found in each 1km grid square the higher the rating 
given to that square and thus a darker shading of green on the maps. Very light green has 
been used to show where no green infrastructure features have been recorded. Caution 
needs to be used when looking at these lighter green squares because it does not mean that 
there is no green infrastructure. Instead, it can mean that no records have currently been 
produced/provided for the area in question.  
 
The maps accompanying this section of the Plan are:  
 

¶ Map 1 - Boston Borough - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/00ED0000.pdf 

¶ Map 2 - East Lindsey - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/00EE0000.pdf 

¶ Map 3 - West Norfolk (north) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/00F10000.pdf 

¶ Map 4 - West Norfolk (south) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/00EF0000.pdf 

¶ Map 5 - South Holland - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/00F20000.pdf 

¶ Map 6 - Wisbech Area - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/00F00000.pdf 
 
For more details on the features represented please use the interactive maps on the LRO 
website (see Appendix 1 - currently only available for LCC partners). 
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3.1 AN INTRODUCTION TO ACCESSIBLE GREEN 

INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE WASH AND FENS PLAN  

For the purposes of The Wash and Fens Green Infrastructure Plan accessible green 
infrastructure features have been identified and separated into three categories. These are: 

¶ Linear public access  

¶ Site specific public access 

¶ Restricted public access. 
 
Each category is made up of a number of different features. These are listed below. 
Waterways that provide public access, e.g. boat trips, have not been included here. It also 
needs to be remembered that whilst the main role of these features is public access they can 
provide an additional role to biodiversity. For example, hedgerows that edge a path provide an 
important habitat for a variety of species. 
 
Linear public access includes: 

¶ Public rights of way 

¶ Environmental Stewardship permissive rights of way 

¶ Sustrans cycle routes. 
Each of these types of linear public access contributes, in one form or another, to public 
access on foot, horse or cycle. 
 
Site specific public access can be split into two categories: 

¶ Publically accessible natural green space  

¶ Publically accessible recreational green space. 
 
Publically accessible natural green space describes green space that is free to the public, at 
least on foot. It may also have some ñnaturalnessò in itôs appearance and thus provides wildlife 
habitats. This green space includes: 

¶ River banks 

¶ Country parks 

¶ Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) 

¶ National Nature Reserves (NNRs) 

¶ Publically accessible historic sites (not all) 

¶ Parks 

¶ Beaches 

¶ Coastal areas 

¶ Permissive open access areas created through 
Environmental Stewardship. 

 
Publically accessible recreational green space describes green space that has its main 
function as informal structured recreation, that is provided to members of the public free of 
charge. Types of recreational green space includes: 

¶ Childrenôs playgrounds 

¶ Playing fields 

¶ Sports pitches. 
 

 

Tammy Smalley 
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Restricted Access 
Restricted access refers to green space where some sort of membership or payment is 
required before access can be gained. For example: 

¶ School playing fields 

¶ Golf courses 

¶ Historic parks and gardens where an entry fee is payable 

¶ Bowling greens
3
. 

 

Accessible Natural Green space Standards (ANGSt) 

Natural England's Accessible Natural Green space Standard (ANGSt) provides a set of 
benchmarks for ensuring access to areas of green space near to where people live. 

These standards recommend that people living in towns and cities should have: 

¶ An accessible natural green space of at least 2 hectares (ha) in size, no more than 300 
metres (m) (5 minutes walk) from home 

¶ At least one accessible 20ha site within 2 kilometres (km) of home 

¶ One accessible 100ha site within 5km of home 

¶ One accessible 500ha site within 10km of home 

¶ 1 ha of statutory Local Nature Reserves per thousand population. 
 

In some areas, these ANGSt standards will be hard to achieve in the short term, but it should 
be a long-term aim for all Local Authorities, within their Green Space Strategies.   
 
Natural England has worked with its partners to develop new guidance on how to use and 
apply ANGSt along with the visitor services and Green Flag Award quality standards for 
natural green spaces. Natural England wants 'Nature Nearby' - Accessible Natural Green 
Space Guidance to be used to plan and deliver more sustainable healthy neighbourhoods, that 
are more resilient to the impacts of climate change. They want green space to offer inspiring 
experiences of the natural environment as part of people's daily lives

4
.   
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3. Natural England (2010) óNature Nearbyô Accessible Natural Greenspace Guidance [online] available at: 
www.naturalengland.org.uk. 
4. Natural England (2010) Standards for Accessible Natural GreenspaceðANGSt [online] available at: 
www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/places/greenspace/greenspacestandards.aspx      

Ascoughfee Hall - The Wash Estuary Project 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/places/greenspace/greenspacestandards.aspx
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/product.aspx?ProductID=887a3e18-5296-4f1f-ae0c-15e02debf0e5
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/product.aspx?ProductID=887a3e18-5296-4f1f-ae0c-15e02debf0e5
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/places/greenspace/greenspacestandards.aspx


3.2 ACCESSIBLE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE  

MAPS  

Linear Public Access Maps 
The linear public access maps show the public access routes in three colours to represent: 

¶ Foot only 

¶ Cycle and foot 

¶ Horse, cycle and foot. 
The accompanying maps are: 
 

¶ Map 7 - Boston Borough - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/014D0000.pdf 

¶ Map 8 - East Lindsey - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/014E0000.pdf 

¶ Map 9 - West Norfolk (north) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/014F0000.pdf 

¶ Map 10 - West Norfolk (south) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01500000.pdf 

¶ Map 11 - South Holland - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01520000.pdf 

¶ Map 12 - Wisbech Area - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01510000.pdf 
 

Accessible Natural Green Space Standards (ANGSt) Maps  
These maps show publically accessible green space with provision to comply with Natural 
Englandôs ANGSt guidelines. The accompanying maps are: 
 
Publically Accessible Sites of at least 2ha with a 300m buffer 
 

¶ Map 13 - Boston Borough - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01370000.pdf 

¶ Map 14 - East Lindsey - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01380000.pdf 

¶ Map 15 - West Norfolk (north) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/013A0000.pdf 

¶ Map 16 - West Norfolk (south) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/013B0000.pdf 

¶ Map 17 - South Holland - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/013C0000.pdf 

¶ Map 18 - Wisbech Area - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/013D0000.pdf 
 
Publically Accessible Sites of at least 20ha with a 2km buffer 
 

¶ Map 19 - Boston Borough - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01300000.pdf 

¶ Map 20 - East Lindsey - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01310000.pdf 

¶ Map 21 - West Norfolk (north) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01320000.pdf 

¶ Map 22 - West Norfolk (south) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01330000.pdf 

¶ Map 23 - South Holland - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01340000.pdf 

¶ Map 24 - Wisbech Area - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01350000.pdf 
 
Publically Accessible Sites of at least 100ha with a 5km buffer 
 

¶ Map 25 - Boston Borough - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/013F0000.pdf 

¶ Map 26 - East Lindsey - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01400000.pdf 

¶ Map 27 - West Norfolk (north) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01410000.pdf 

¶ Map 28 - West Norfolk (south) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01420000.pdf 

¶ Map 29 - South Holland - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01430000.pdf 

¶ Map 30 - Wisbech Area - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01440000.pdf 
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Publically Accessible Sites of at least 500ha with a 10km buffer 
 

¶ Map 31 - Boston Borough - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01460000.pdf 

¶ Map 32 - East Lindsey - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01470000.pdf 

¶ Map 33 - West Norfolk (north) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01480000.pdf 

¶ Map 34 - West Norfolk (south) - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/01500000.pdf 

¶ Map 35 - South Holland - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/014A0000.pdf 

¶ Map 36 - Wisbech Area - http://www.washestuary.org.uk/sect/014B0000.pdf 
 
For more details on the features represented please use the interactive maps on the LRO 
website (see Appendix 1 - currently only available for LCC partners). 
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3.3 THE ROLE OF GREE N INFRASTRUCTURE IN 

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLANS  

The Lincolnshire, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire County Council Rights of Way Improvement 
Plans (2007) have a number of action points that are designed to improve the condition of the 
existing public rights of way network and to enhance the spread of the network in the future. 
The Wash and Fens Green Infrastructure Plan has identified those action points that support 
improvements in the green infrastructure provision of the Planôs area. 
 
The action points come under the following 6 broad headings: 

¶ Improvements to the rights of way network for non motorised travel for routine domestic 
journeys, e.g. cycling and walking to school, work or the shops 

¶ Improvements to the infrastructure of the existing rights of way network to increase 
usability for pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians, for health and recreational reasons 

¶ Improvements to the extent and coverage of the rights of way network 

¶ Linkages to the public transport system 

¶ Improvements to biodiversity and landscape features 

¶ An English coastal path. 
 
The following pages provide a number of green infrastructure Action Points which have been 
drawn up from the wording of the County Rights of Way Improvement Plans. The 
implementation of these actions would help to deliver the broad headings above. Appendix 2 
lists the Improvement Plan policies that have been used to develop the wording for these 
suggested action points. 
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The Wash Estuary Project 



Action Points  
 

1. Improvements to the rights of way network for non motorised              
travel for routine domestic journeys 

 
AC 1.1  Improve pedestrian and cycle routes between residential, shopping and      
business areas to reduce the number of non motorists using busy roads and peoples 
reliance on cars. 
 
AC 1.2  When improving pedestrian and cycle routes between residential, shopping 
and business areas include public transport facilities and the provision for cycle       
parking. 
 

2. Improvements to the infrastructure of the existing public rights of 
way network to increase usability for pedestrians, cyclists and     
equestrians, for health and recreational reasons 
 
AC 2.1 Make access easier for all by clarifying waymarking. 
 
AC 2.2  Make access easier for all by removing obstructions or replacing them with 
less difficult structures, e.g. replacing stiles with kissing gates.   
 
AC 2.3  Enhance the provision of easily accessible recreational routes in areas of   
highest Health Deprivation.  
 
AC 2.4  Include access for wheelchair users where practical. 
 
AC 2.5  Enhance the provision of easily accessible recreational routes in areas of     
existing and new countryside and tourism sites/attractions. 
 
AC 2.6  Improve the maintenance and management of promoted routes and routes 
close to popular areas of the county and key tourist attractions. 
 
AC 2.7  Enhance óQuiet Lanesô initiatives. 
 
AC 2.8  Develop a range of circular routes for cyclists and equestrians. 
 
AC 2.9  Improve the provision of areas for horse box parking. 
 
AC 2.10 Ensure necessary path ófurnitureô is in place and well maintained, e.g. bridges, 
stiles and gates built to the British Standards. 
 
AC 2.11 Develop safe crossing processes for busy roads and railways. 
 
AC 2.12  Ensure that existing routes are usable by those allowed to use them to reduce 
conflict between cyclists, walkers and equestrians. 
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3. Improvements to the extent and coverage of the public rights of 
way network 
 
AC 3.1 Identify and create routes required to satisfy the needs of residents and visitors 
for routine domestic journeys, recreation and health improvement through extending 
the existing access network. 
 
AC 3.2 Identify and create routes and strategic open space that link new developments 
(residential/recreational/commercial) into the existing access network. 
 
AC 3.3 Identify and create routes that link the public transport interchanges into the 
existing walking and cycling network. 
 
AC 3.4 Identify and create easy to use and circular routes that enhance the existing 
access network in areas of health deprivation. 
 
AC 3.5 Identify and create easy to use circular and linear routes in the vicinity of and to 
countryside sites, archaeological sites, tourism sites, open access land and public open 
spaces to enhance the existing access network. 
 
AC 3.6 Support partners with the development of new trails. 
 
AC 3.7 Develop óThe Wash Coastal Trailô. 
 
AC 3.8 Develop a range of circular routes for cyclists and equestrians in areas of 
highest demand. 
 
AC 3.9 Support Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) schemes 
(e.g. Environmental Stewardship) that increase access and link public rights of way. 
 
AC 3.10 Increase the number and promotion of easy access routes, including access 
for wheelchair users. 
 
AC 3.11 Identify and create routes required to link settlements and urban areas to the 
existing access network. 
 
AC 3.12 Identify suitable roadside verges and óbehind the hedgeô links to create safer 
links between existing routes. 
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4. Linkages to the public transport system 

 
AC 4.1 Develop walking and cycling access from public transport interchanges. 
 
AC 4.2 Provide public transport information at key sites and promoted routes. 
 
AC 4.3 Increase opportunities to use public transport to access the countryside.  
 

5. Improvements to biodiversity and landscape features 
 
AC 5.1 Identify rights of way of high biodiversity interest. 
 
AC 5.2 Identify access land of high biodiversity interest. 
 
AC 5.3 Manage and enhance all public rights of way/access land to maximise            
biodiversity potential. 
 

6. England coastal path 
 
Natural England is working to establish a coastal path around the whole of England as 
a result of the Marine and Coast Access Act 2009. When it is complete, people will for 
the first time have the right to walk around the whole of Englandôs open coast, including 
- where appropriate - rights to enjoy óspreading roomô en route where they can rest,   
relax or admire the view. The new rights are not yet in force and will be brought into   
effect in stages around the coast. 
 
AC 6.1 Partners should work together to achieve the England Coastal Path around The 
Wash. 

Oystercatchers - Nick Ford 



 

4.1 DESCRIPTION OF BIODIVERSITY  

Biodiversity is short for biological diversity and refers to the variety of life on earth. The 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) (1992) defined biodiversity as:  
óThe variability among living organisms from all sources including inter alia, terrestrial, marine 
and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are a part; this 
includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems

5
ô.  

Biodiversity encompasses all of the flora and fauna of the earth including the genetic diversity 
within species, and the habitats and ecosystems that support this life.  

 
The 1992 CBD called for the creation and enforcement of national strategies and action plans 
to conserve, protect and enhance biological diversity. The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) is 
the UKôs response to this convention

5
. To successfully implement the national targets from the 

UK BAP actions need to be carried out at a local level. Local BAPs (LBAPs) enable this to 
happen by focusing on UK BAP priority habitats and species (habitat and species that have 
been identified as being most threatened and requiring conservation action

6
) in their area and 

setting targets for partner organisations to carry out to aid in their conservation. 
  
The Wash and Fens Green Infrastructure Plan can play an important role in achieving the 
targets of LBAPs. The plans relating to this document are the Lincolnshire, Norfolk, and  
Cambridgeshire county BAPs, The Wash BAP and the Internal Drainage Board (IDB) BAPs.  
 
The maps accompanying this Plan can help to indicate opportunities to conserve, enhance, 
reinforce and connect habitats. They can assist LBAPs by showing the location of existing 
recorded habitats (BAP priority habitats and others), the possible locations of habitat networks 
and by suggesting where to carry out further surveys to increase our knowledge of biodiversity 
in the area. This will help increase the range and distribution of habitats and their associated 
species. As work is carried out by the LBAPs it can be fed back into the Green Infrastructure 
Plan to provide further information.  
 
The habitat network maps (49 to 86) show areas where there are potential networks and those 
that are isolated from existing, recorded green infrastructure. Decisions by organisations, such 
as local Biodiversity Partnerships have to be made as to whether resources should be spent 
increasing wildlife networks to the isolated areas or whether they should be spent enhancing 
existing networks. Public access routes can also aid biodiversity by providing wildlife corridors 
on appropriately managed stretches, such a hedgerows bordering a pathway. By using the 
public access maps (maps 7 to 36) it should be possible to determine where there is a lack of 
areas with public access. Where these areas coincide with sensitive BAP habitats and areas of 
high human population, the creation of less sensitive areas or linear routes for public access, 
may alleviate inappropriate human pressures. This will contribute to BAP targets of protecting   
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5. UK Biodiversity Action Plan (2010) available at: http://www.ukbap.org.uk/Background.aspx  
6. JNCC (2011) UK BAP Priority Species and Habitats [online] available at: http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5705 

4.2 BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLANS  

AND THE ROLE OF GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE  

http://www.ukbap.org.uk/Background.aspx
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5705


or alleviating disturbance. 

Examples of LBAP actions that this Plan can help to achieve follow. It is important to note that 

the County BAPs are regularly updated so the examples below are subject to change: 
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Lincolnshire BAP 2011
7 

Rivers and Drains Action Plan  

¶ Implement habitat improvements (including floodplain restoration) on the 
most suitable watercourses. 

 
Saline Lagoons Action Plan  

¶ Identify sites for saline/brackish lagoon creation/restoration as opportunities 
arise.  

 
Hedgerows and Hedge Trees Action Plan  

¶ Identify areas where the planting of new hedges can bring conservation 
benefits by linking other important habitats. 

7. Lincolnshire Biodiversity Action Plan (2011) available at: http://www.lincsbiodiversity.org.uk/documents.php?d=BAP 
8. Norfolk Biodiversity Partnership Habitat Action Plans available at: http://www.norfolkbiodiversity.org/actionplans/habitat/ 
9. Cambridgeshire Biodiversity Partnership Habitat Action Plans available at: http://www.cpbiodiversity.org.uk/ 
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Norfolk BAP
8 

Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh Action Plan  

¶ Promote creation of new grazing marsh to meet targets for the North Norfolk 
Coast. 

 
Reedbed Action Plan  

¶ Ensure sites above 10ha which are currently unmanaged are prioritised for 
management if appropriate - with preference for sites which are part of the 
large wetland systems - and identify sites for non-intervention. 

 
Lowland Meadows and Pasture Action Plan  

¶ Identify sites likely to be lost to sea level rise and possible replacements. 

Cambridgeshire BAP
9 

Drainage Ditches Action Plan  

¶ Encourage house builders to adopt policies to protect ditches when drawing 
up plans for new developments and encourage drainage ditches to be seen 
as a positive feature rather than an obstacle. 

 
Floodplain Grazing Marsh Action Plan  

¶ Promote scientific research and wetland creation. 
 
Reedbeds Action Plan  

¶ Ensure that opportunities for reedbed creation as part of Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems associated with new development are taken.  

http://www.lincsbiodiversity.org.uk/documents.php?d=BAP
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Pyramidal Orchid - Alexandra Knowles 

Action Point 
 

1. Biodiversity delivery 
 
BD 1.1 Organisations delivering projects to contribute towards BAP targets should see 
whether the location of their proposed projects fit into the potential green infrastructure 
existing habitat networks (see section 4). 
 
BD 1.2 Proposed projects that have more connection with the existing habitat networks 
should be given higher priorities than those that do not. 
 
BD 1.3 Further surveying must be carried out to óground truthô the suggested habitat 
networks.  


